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Ralph Pugay: Excursions

A contemporary art museum in a
public school in NE Portland, OR.

Ralph Pugay
Excursions

A KSMoCA collaboration between
Ralph Pugay and students from
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. School

EXCURSIONS
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King School Museum of Contemporary Art (KSMoCA) is
a museum-as-artwork project within the walls of a
functioning Pre K–8th Grade public school in NE Portland,
OR. It is founded by Lisa Jarrett and Harrell Fletcher
who work alongside students, teachers and administration
from Dr. MLK Jr. School and Portland State University’s
College of the Arts. The project reimagines how museums,
public schools and universities shape people, culture and
perspectives by cultivating space for art to educate within
and beyond the classroom through mutual exchange.
Internationally renowned artists collaborate with students
on site-specific projects, exhibitions and workshops. In
turn, students learn about museum careers as they practice
the roles of curator, preparator, publicist, artist, copywriter,
registrar and docent.
KSMoCA’s program includes quarterly rotating exhibitions
with visiting artists, Creative Research Centers with
local arts institutions, a 1-on-1 mentorship program with
local artists, a public artist lecture series, site-specific
commissions, community and neighborhood events, and
more. The public is welcome to experience the museum
by appointment and during selected open hours. For more
information, visit www.ksmoca.com or check out @ksmoca
on Instagram for the latest updates.
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. School is a Pre K – 8th
Grade public school located in the King neighborhood
of NE Portland, OR. This year (2018) we celebrate
the 50th anniversary of our legacy and our name change,
a student-led initiative directed by middle school
students who worked with district administration
to change the school’s name just days after the
death of Dr. King. At Dr. MLK Jr. School we believe
in the unlimited potential of everyone in our diverse
community. We believe that a caring well-balanced
student will be motivated to become a global citizen
who is inspired to take action.
Dr. MLK Jr. School is an authorized International
Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme and
Middle Years Programme, a program that helps students
develop the intellectual, personal, emotional and
social skills to live, learn, and work in a rapidly globalizing
world. We are also proud to be a Mandarin Immersion
School. Students in the immersion program receive
Mandarin instruction for half the day and English
instruction the other half of the day. We welcome all
families to come find out more about what Dr. MLK
Jr. School has to offer both in our Mandarin Immersion
and our English only programs.
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INTRODUCTION

This book presents two projects by Ralph Pugay.
First, Excursions (2017), an exhibition of solo
and collaborative works presented at KSMoCA,
and second, A Long Line of Non-Partial Jurors
(2018), a public art project commissioned by the
Regional Arts and Culture Council and created
in collaboration with KSMoCA.
Excursions features playful visual narratives
that juxtapose cultural norms to perplexingly
surreal and humorous effects. The exhibition
includes 12 original works by Pugay and a large
scroll made with KSMoCA students during an
exercise about daydreaming. Reflecting on the
process of art-making as a form of traveling,
Pugay collaborated with 3rd and 4th Grade
students to create a panoramic situational
drawing set on an expansive tropical island.
Students were asked to imagine and illustrate
the living beings and scenarios they would like
to encounter on an island. Their drawings then
rotated around the room for other students
to complete. The result was a Bruegelesque
panoramic scroll that details the collective
entanglement of daydreams and reflection.
A Long Line of Non-Partial Jurors was a
collaboration between Pugay and 7th/8th
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graders from Ms. Asay’s leadership class at Dr.
MLK Jr. School. For this project, the leadership
students, Ms. Asay, and Pugay drew a collection
of characters who became a “non-partial jury.”
The panels were installed along a 200 ft pedestrian
walkway at the site of the new courthouse in
Portland, and when construction is finished, the
panels will be installed in Judge Nan Waller’s
new courtroom.
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Work by
Ralph Pugay
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Halloween with Dad

Pages 14–37
Ralph Pugay
2017, 18" × 24"
Acrylic on acrylic paper
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Easy Feast
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RALPH PUGAY

Slugs on Glass
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Catch
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Sleep and Yoga
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Prize Winners
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Dragon
Herding
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Mermaid Fight at the Pool
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Flood with Food
and Animals
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Night Festival
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Suspect
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Fishing
Installation inside of
window display, 2017,
aluminum, foil, tape, paint
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Workshop:

Daydream
Vacation
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WORKSHOP: DAYDREAM VACATION

As part of Excursions, Ralph Pugay hosted a
workshop at KSMoCA where students from Mr.
Caldwell's 4th grade class and Ms. McCarthy's
3rd/4th grade class got the opportunity to envision
their own dream vacation island. Reflecting on
the process of art-making as a form of traveling,
Pugay collaborated with KSMoCA students to
create a panoramic situational drawing set on
an expansive tropical island. Students were
asked to imagine, draw, and color the different
living beings and scenarios that they would like
to encounter on this island. The resulting image
is a Breughelesque panoramic scroll that details
the collective entanglement of daydreams by
KSMoCA workshop participants.
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MR. CALDWELL'S 4TH GRADE CLASS

MS. MCCARTHY'S 3RD AND 4TH GRADE CLASS

Naomi Apolonio-Carrasco
Keoni Bracken
Felicia Byrd
Pascual Diego Gomez
Treja’ne Henderson
Jordyn Matthews
Ju’shae McDonald
Mark Michael, Jr.
Marie Mitchell
Kimora Morris
Joana Pedro Miguel
Roman Quinones
Yuliett Rangel Nino
Andres Salazar-Medina
Ronald Tregaskis, Jr.
Lewwii Tura
Nori White
Barry Williams, Jr.
Anthony Wright, Jr.

Zadie Blackwell
Isaiah Carter
Ana Chico-Dominguez
Azariah Nsikak-Abasi N. Elijah
Emily Jimenez-Ferrusca
Kaloi Martin
Ei’Tallee Matthews
Akeem McRae, JR
Solomon Meither
Sofonias Mekonnen
Adam Petersen, Jr.
Gioanny Reynel-Moreno
Amani Richardson
Clo Roach-Huffman
Aniya Russell
Aimee Sebastian
Ame’lie Sparrow
A’Shirah Spencer
Iztlalli Torres Hernandez
Antonia Wilkins
Charles Windom
Olivia Yancy
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Excursions
Exhibition

Works by Ralph Pugay
and students from
Mr. Caldwell's 4th grade
class and Ms. McCarthy's
3rd/4th grade class
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A Long
				Line of

Non-Partial
Jurors

TITLE

TITLE

A project by Ralph Pugay
and Ms. Asay's 7th/8th
grade Leadership and
Service class
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ARTISTS

A LONG LINE OF NON-PARTIAL JURORS

Ralph Pugay in collaboration with Ms. Kiera Asay’s
Leadership and Service class at Dr. MLK Jr. School:
Qiymiya Aranda
Carolina Diego-Gomez
Paradise Hartley
Darlene Hernandez
Imani McRae
Savannah Mullen
Makayla Paul
Naimah Roebuck Sakho
Naomi Roebuck Sakho
Ronaldo Saquic-Sicajau
Besa Watiyo
Design Assistant: Matthew Leavitt
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In the beginning of 2018, I was invited to work
on a temporary public art project for a pedestrian
walkway that would sit adjacent to the new
Multnomah County Central Courthouse. This new
courthouse would be built right at the west-end
of the Hawthorne Bridge to replace the 100 year
old courthouse building which has had functional
and safety issues. The Regional Arts and Culture
Council oversaw the administration of the project
and thought that a collaboration between myself
and KSMoCA would be a good fit for this project.
I have worked with Dr. MLK Jr. students on a mural
at their school in the past and thought that
working on a much larger project would be a good
experience. I was excited to know that I also had
the opportunity to work on this project with students
in Ms. Asay’s 7th and 8th grade leadership class.
Designed to hone leadership skills, the class is made
up of students who are honing their voice to ask
some critical questions of the world.
Before collaborating on this project with the
students, we had the opportunity to meet Judge
Nan Waller in the classroom where she talked
with us about her work as a judge. The students
were very curious about her role in the justice
system. Many asked about her background and
her values as someone who has to make tough
81

decisions all the time. She also talked to us about
the rituals of the court. Based on this conversation,
it was interesting for me to imagine how the
process of picking a non-partial jury worked. As
someone who has yet to go through the U.S.
citizenship application process, I have never gone
through the experience of being a juror in a
case. But I have seen enough representations of
such situations depicted on TV and the movies.
Knowing that I would be collaborating with middle
school students at Dr. MLK Jr. School, I assumed
that none of my collaborators would have been
through the process first-hand either. I thought
that it would be an interesting exercise for us to
collectively imagine how you might go about
picking a group of people who are of fair judgement.
In actuality, I am assuming that these types of
choices are made based on a series of answers
given to specific questions by potential jurors
to the court. But I also assume that these types
of choices might be informed by the tone of
someone’s answers, the way that people carry
themselves, and how someone might look.
For this project, the leadership students, Ms.
Asay, and I drew a collection of characters who
we think might be able to judge a case in a nonpartial manner. The resulting image is a collection
82

of figures that we came up with, superimposed
into the environment of a courtroom. Looking at all
of the collected drawings, I was excited to see
some of the students portray themselves, along
with a diversity of other characters who might
be different from who they are. The image was
printed so that it would stretch along the 200 ft
pedestrian walkway. The project was installed in
April 2018 with a dedication ceremony that included
the students. The project is intended to be on this
site until the new courthouse is finished, after which,
its panels will be installed in Judge Nan Waller’s
new courtroom.
—Ralph Pugay
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BIOGRAPHY

Ralph Pugay (b. 1983 in Cavite, Philippines) creates
colorful, narrative paintings that juxtapose cultural
norms and ideas. At once playful and unsettling, Pugay
says, “A lot of them are of situations where there's
perversity or something catastrophic happening, but
I see them as allegories for general questions about
consciousness and life.”
Ralph Pugay holds an MFA in Contemporary Art
Practice from Portland State University and is a
residency graduate from the Skowhegan School of
Painting and Sculpture in Maine. Other residencies
include the Rauschenberg Foundation at Captiva Island
and the Joan Mitchell Foundation in New Orleans.
Pugay’s awards include a Ford Family Foundation
Rauschenberg Fellowship, Betty Bowen Award from
the Seattle Art Museum, Oregon Arts Commission
Fellowship and Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and
Sculptors Award. Notable solo exhibitions were held
at the Seattle Art Museum, Upfor, Vox Populi and FAB
Gallery (Richmond, VA), among others. Formerly a
visiting faculty member at Virginia Commonwealth
University, he was recently appointed the James
DePriest Visiting Professor of Art at Portland State
University and is an instructor at the Conceptual
Oregon Performance School.
Ralph Pugay recently co-organized the Schemers,
Scammers and Subverters Symposium, funded in part
through a Precipice Fund Grant.
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